
English 
Our term will begin with 

a look at a significant 

author – Philip Pullman. 

Later we will write 

information texts, linked 

to our Rainforest topic. 

We will also look at how 

to structure persuasive 

letters, and use these to 

explore the issue of 

deforestation. Our 

narrative poetry unit will 

be based on the poem 

‘The Highwayman’ by 

Alfred Noyes. 

Science 
Our first unit is ‘Classifying Living 

Things’. This looks at the 

similarities and differences 

between living things. We will then 

use our observations to construct 

increasingly complex classification 

keys. We will link this to how 

Rainforest plants and animals are 

adapted to their environment. 

Our second unit is Earth and 

Space, explaining day and night, 

and the movement of the Earth 

and other planets relative to the 

Sun. 

Maths 
Our focus this term will initially be 

based on securing a solid 

understanding of place value with 

increasingly large numbers, which we 

will then apply to practising the four 

operations of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. We will also 

look at line graphs, pie charts and 

timetables. We will continue to use 

Bar Modelling as an approach to help 

us solve a range of problems, as well 

as focusing on further developing our 

reasoning skills. 

Topic 
Our main topic this term 

is the Amazon Rainforest. 

We will be identifying the 

areas in the world where 

Rainforests are found 

and linking these to 

climate zones. We will 

study the community of 

plants and animals found 

in this biome. We will look 

at environmental issues, 

such as deforestation, 

and the lives of people 

who live and work in the 

Rainforest. 

DT 
We will design and make 

model bird hides, basing 

our design decisions on 

tests of the properties 

of the different 

materials available to us. 
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Art 
We will be carefully 

sketching the leaf shapes 

around our school and 

comparing these to 

rainforest leaves. We will 

use our observations to 

create printing tiles to 

print rainforest 

backgrounds, before 

adding prints of 

rainforest animals. 
  

PE 
PE lessons 

are 

currently on 

Mondays and 

Fridays.  

RE 
Our first area of 

learning examines the 

question: Creation and 

science – conflicting or 

complementary? 

Computing 
We will be exploring 

how to use excel, as 

well as researching 

information related 

to our topic. 

Music 
We will begin with a unit based around 

the song ‘The Fresh Prince of Bel Air’. 

Then we will work on ‘Classroom Jazz 

2’ which will give us the opportunity to 

perform, improvise and compose. 



Welcome to Lions 

Welcome back! I hope you have had a lovely summer break and your children have returned refreshed and ready for an exciting new 

term. Our main topic this term is ‘The Rainforest’, and the accompanying topic grid outlines the different areas of learning planned.  

How can I help my child? 

Homework is always a controversial subject as parents have wide ranging opinions about what they believe to be appropriate for their 

child. Our home learning is set in three weekly blocks and is divided into two sections: essential ongoing weekly tasks – reading, spelling 

and Maths skills; as well as a choice of a ‘challenge’ activity.  

Daily reading at home continues to be vital to help children to develop as independent and enthusiastic readers. Even our older children 

will benefit from reading sections of their books aloud to an adult, although the focus for this will have moved from decoding words to 

developing a deeper understanding of the texts read. Discussion is invaluable in helping to develop comprehension skills. Ask your child to 

give their opinions about the books read and to find evidence to back their ideas up. There are some more ideas about how to approach 

this inside the covers of our reading records. 

The English National Curriculum has challenging word lists of spellings for children in Years 3 and 4, and in Years 5 and 6. These lists are 

quite daunting but try to concentrate on introducing a few new words at a time, with regular revision.  

Rapid recall of number facts such as number bonds and times tables is essential. Every child will be at a different stage of learning, so 

just start from where your child currently is. Try to make it as fun as possible – you could play games or sing songs – whatever works for 

your child. 

The children also need to complete one of the challenge activities. I try to ensure these are as varied and open ended as possible. Some 

children may choose to complete more than one of these activities or to extend their learning with further research. Please sign to 

indicate the home learning your child has completed, and ensure the books are returned to school on the given date. Thank you. 

I look forward to meeting you all during the term. Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you have any concerns or queries.  

Thank you for your support,   Jane Waddingham. 


