
Our Governing Body – 2018/19

Rev. Tim Diaper (Chair of Governors)
It's been a great privilege to serve Rivenhall School as a Governor since 2015, and 
to now be the Chair of Governors. Our two eldest children attend the school, and 
from the first time we visited, we were impressed by the whole school community 
and looked forward to being part of it. It is therefore wonderful to be able to 
contribute to the life of the school, and to be part of the team (staff, governors 
and many others) that works so tirelessly to make the school the wonderful place 
it is, and to make it even better in the future. 
 
I'm one of the Pastors at Rickstones Church just up the road in Witham. Prior to 
training for the ministry, I was on the Senior Management Team of a large 
national charity.

Marian Emuss (Vice Chair of Governors)
I was appointed a governor in May 2016 and in September 2017 I was elected as 
Vice Chair of the Governing Board by the other governors. I feel very privileged to 
have spent 27 years of my working life in education, teaching in Local Authority 
and Church of England primary and secondary schools in London, Wiltshire, 
Bedfordshire and Essex. I was head teacher in two Church of England Primary 
Schools in Essex before taking early retirement. I also spent 2 years as a Local 
Authority Advisor in Essex. Although I live in Chelmsford and my local church is 
Chelmsford Cathedral I enjoy attending services at St Mary’s Church in Rivenhall 
whenever I can. I am the Schools Visit Coordinator at Chelmsford Cathedral and 
organise education days at the Cathedral for all primary schools in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford (which stretches from Clacton through to London Borough of 
Newham). I was delighted to welcome the children and staff from Rivenhall 
School to enjoy working in the Cathedral in the Spring and Autumn term. I hope 
my experience and expertise will enable me to support and enrich the life of the 
school and enable all the children and staff to learn and succeed in a Christian 
environment.

Rebecca More (Headteacher)
It is an honour to be Headteacher of Rivenhall C of E Primary School. I have over 
20 years experience in the teaching profession and have taught at three different 
schools in Essex on the journey to accepting my first headship at Rivenhall. I 
always wanted to be in a job that helped to make a difference to children and 
families and I am driven by the vision to ensure that every child’s experience of 
school is a happy and successful one.

As a Governor of Rivenhall School, I am privileged to work with a dedicated group 
of people, all serving the school in the best interests of all our children and 
families. I pride myself on being a reflective practitioner and so welcome their 
challenge to further develop our school to ensure that it is the best it can be.



Mike Hope
I have served as a Governor of Rivenhall Church of England Primary School for 
over 20 years and it is a privilege to continue in this role as part of the Vine 
Academy Trust. Part of my role has been to preserve and develop the ethos of the 
school including its religious character to ensure that every child develops to their 
full potential in a caring Christian environment. My four children all attended 
Rivenhall and I now have two grandchildren at the school which has kept me fully 
engaged in the education of young people to ensure that all our pupils get the 
best possible educational start in life. My professional background is in senior 
management having owned my own business and being part of a multi-national 
organisation, so I have a strong understanding of finance, business law and 
corporate governance all of which are transferable skills to support the 
effectiveness of the governing body and the school.

Claire McConnell
My twins joined Rivenhall School in September 2014, and I became a Parent 
Governor in June 2015. I love the friendly and welcoming atmosphere of the 
school, and the way teaching staff, parents and children alike are supportive and 
caring to each other. I am the Governor responsible for Special Educational Needs 
(SEN), and the Able and Talented pupils. As both of my children have Special 
Educational Needs, I hope that I can help the school in continuing to ensure that 
SEN children get the chances and opportunities to develop that they deserve, but 
also that the Able & Talented pupils get the opportunities and challenge they 
deserve. I hope that my 20 years in the Financial Services industry will provide 
valuable assistance to the governing body.

Dan Kirk
I am the father of two boys at the school and I am now in my third year on the 
Governing Body as a Parent Governor, a position which I enjoy and which enables 
me to ensure that the pupils in our school have the best and safest possible 
learning environment. Being an operational fire fighter since 1999 has given me a 
lot of knowledge and experience which hopefully enables me to effectively carry 
out my school role as Health and Safety Governor. I am also responsible for the 
Personal Development and Wellbeing of our pupils within our school, a role that 
helps make sure that our pupils always achieve their very best.

Rosalyn Ashby
I am delighted to have become a Governor for Rivenhall C of E Primary School. My 
twin grandsons attend the school as did their grandfather and his sisters way back 
in the 1950s. I have spent almost four decades of my working life in education, 
specifically history education. My research interests have always been concerned 
with how children learn and make progress. My work has focused on progression 
in learning, the nature of the challenges children might face when learning history 
and other subjects and the identification of the kinds of prior assumptions that 
can interfere with, and impede, learning. My professional life has taught me the 
importance of working co-operatively, with governors, school management, 
teaching and support staff, parents and children, towards common and shared 
goals in order for all children to enjoy the experience of growing and achieving 
together.



Rev. Paul Watkin
As the vicar with pastoral care for the parish of Rivenhall & Silver End, I am 
delighted to serve as one of the governors at Rivenhall Church of England Primary 
School. I was ordained in 2008, since when, I have enjoyed a full and varied 
ministry including work within schools, in both my previous and present posts. I 
live in the parish with my wife and children, and prior to being ordained pursued 
two differing careers in precision engineering and retail. I believe that school 
should be a place where young people can thrive, and joyfully strive to be the 
best which they can be in their academic achievements, as well in their personal 
growth and development, and sense of wellbeing. As such, alongside being a 
school governor I enjoy playing a part in the nurture of the children's spiritual 
growth through acts of worship, assemblies, and pastoral care. The latter of which 
is also offered to all school staff and parents. I also chair the school Christian 
Ethos Group, which exists to help foster the Christian distinctiveness of the 
school. Between my parish and school governor responsibilities I enjoy spending 
time with family, friends and pets, world cuisine, driving, and music.

Lizzie Ramsey (Staff)
I have had the privilege of working at Rivenhall School since I qualified in 2008. I 
started my career teaching Year 1/2 children for 4 years then I moved to work in 
EYFS in 2012.I am passionate about enabling parents to be involved with their 
child’s education. To this end I helped to set up and continue to support a coffee 
morning with the aim of helping parents to find ways to feel confident supporting 
their children with their school work at home. I also run one to one sessions with 
parents and their child after school for those who would like to benefit from 
further support. Outside of school I spend time at my local church and I enjoy 
being involved in showing God’s love in the community that I live in. This includes 
helping at the children’s Sunday School, organising events and many different 
activities. I also enjoy going to the gym, spending time with my nieces and 
nephews and catching up with friends. I love to travel, see different parts of the 
world and experience new cultures. I feel very privileged to work at such a lovely, 
nurturing school where the children, their well-being and our desire to see every 
child reach their God given potential are central to everything we do.
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