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Newsletter 24–Friday 20th March 2020                                Many Hearts † One School 
We have very much tried to keep this week as business as usual for the children in school.  They have been 
wonderful and you should be very proud of them all. 
This week in Leopard class the children have been busy taking part in a range of different learning 
opportunities. During their Maths sessions they have been learning to use a number line to solve addition 
calculations. In literacy the children have been writing about different reasons why they love their Mummy. 
The children have also enjoyed being able to spend time outside. One of their favourite activities has 
involved them throwing two big dice onto the ground outside. The children added the two numbers 
together to find the total. Finally, they used water pistols to squirt water onto the big number cards pinned 
onto the fence with the correct number for the answer to their calculation.                                                                                                                                   
Miss Day would like to thank all parents for sending in the teddy bear visitors on Wednesday. The children 
described their bears and they then had a game of “Guess That Bear”. The children also created and 
described homes for their bears. Today the children have sorted the old and new toys according to 
different categories. In Science the children sorted creatures according to what they eat: herbivore, 
carnivore and omnivore. In Maths the children have been exploring how to measure length accurately.                                                                            
Tiger Class this week have continued to explore fractions, finding equivalent fractions and ways to find 
fractions of amounts. They are working really hard at this. In English the children chose a setting, a well-
known character and a special creature or object and created their own stories based on ideas from familiar 
traditional tales. They have also put their weaving skills to use to create some beautiful hearts for Mother's 
Day.                                                                                                                                                
Lions have been writing their newspaper reports about the end of the First World War. In Maths, Year 5 
have been exploring 3D shape and their nets. Year 6 have been learning about writing formulae and 
calculating missing angles. They have also continued to research information about areas of WW1 of their 
own choosing, and have created PowerPoints using these facts. This week a group made potato scones 
following a wartime recipe, and they all enjoyed tasting them after!  

As we move into this time of school closure for most children, it is a worrying time for us all.  Please know 
that we are still here as a point of contact and support for you all.  I have tried to keep you all updated with 
information and guidance and our school responses to them.  I will continue to do so throughout the 
school closure.   
On Monday, or before, you will receive an email containing information about learning opportunities to 
use at home during the closure.  As we find other ideas that might be useful we will pass them onto you.  
Please read the letter that goes with the learning opportunities as it has lots of important information for 
you. 
We all understand that this is a very challenging time for everyone, including the children.  Above all, this 
is a time for us all to be kind to each other and have patience with the frustrations that will be part of all of 
our lives.  I feel very proud to be the headteacher of such a wonderful school.  All of our children, staff, 
parents and governors make our school the wonderful place it is.  As our school prayer says, “Many hearts 
– One school”.  We may not all be physically together but we can hold each other in our hearts and 
thoughts. 
Thank you for your continued support of the school. 
Mrs Rebecca More 
Headteacher 
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Our Mother’s Day Stall this week has been a 

fantastic success. The children greatly 
enjoyed the shopping experience and we 
don’t doubt you will all be having some 

lovely thoughtful gifts on Sunday. Thank 
you so much to all those PTA members that 
have stocked, sold and delivered gifts where 

necessary, Tracy Webb, Hayley Larkin, 
Kirsty Green, Alison Jones and Rentia 

Viljoen.  
Without our amazing team none of this 

would have been possible.  
We will continue to support our amazing 

school at this difficult time and all our 
families.  

 
    

   
 
 

 

 

Successes 
 

Congratulations to George for completing the 
Rivenhall Red Reading Challenge.  

 
 Congratulations to Amelia and Erin for completing 
the Rivenhall Orange Reading Challenge.  
                             
Congratulations to Jack Me for completing the 
Rivenhall Yellow Reading Challenge.  
 
Congratulations to Lola-Sue for completing the 
Rivenhall Blue Reading Challenge.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Library Corner 

 
Don’t forget when completing your reading 

challenges bookworm that 100 pages of a book 
counts as one signature on the bookworm, 200 

pages counts as two signatures and so on. 
If you have access to Twinkl feel free to 

download and complete some of the reading 
comprehensions. This will also count towards 

your bookworm signatures.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Word of the Week 
tempestuous 

• What does the word mean to you? How 

would you explain it to a younger child? 

• Can you find its etymology? (Where 

does the word come from?) 

• Can you find it in your reading books? 

• Write a sentence or two containing the 

word. 

• Which word class does it belong to? 

(Adjective? Noun? Verb?) 

• What words could you use instead of it 

that have a similar meaning? 

• What is its smallest unit of meaning? 

(e.g., horses: the smallest unit of 

meaning is horse) 

• Can you use it to make a word family? 

(e.g., help – helper, helping, helped, 

helpless) 

• Can you use it to make word pairs? 

(e.g., demolish your lunch, demolish a 

cake, demolish a house) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Governor News 
We are living through challenging and worrying times 
and it is clearly going to be difficult to prevent anxieties 
impacting on and unsettling the children.  In this 
context I would like to take the opportunity to say a ‘Big 
Thank You’ to Mrs. More and all our Rivenhall School 
Staff for all their hard work and effort maintaining the 
everyday structures and routines that have given our 
children a sense of security and normality.  It is 
comforting also to know how well the children have 
been supported in school as individuals.  The advantages 
of a small school have been significant. All those 
working in the school know all the children by name 
and have been able to understand and respond to their 
individual needs and the ethos of loving care has been 
of particular significance during these anxious times.  
For those children remaining in school without many of 
their usual patterns of friendships these strengths will be 
of paramount importance. 
 
As a retired history teacher, I have been reflecting on 
the significance of 1948 and the establishment of the 
Welfare State and our National Health Service.  The 
importance of that moment in time was not just in 
creating Institutions that can respond to challenges of 
the kind we now face, but in establishing a sense of 
individual contributions to the common good and a 
society that cares about others.  Let us all hope that 
when this current crisis becomes part of future history 
lessons that all our public services and public service 
workers and the families that support them will be 
accorded the recognition they deserve for the important 
contribution they are now making to that common good 
and the support they are providing for the more 
vulnerable among us. 
 
Rosalyn Ashby 
Governor 
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