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Our school is a community where we all work together, where individual 
needs are recognised and supported and where every child matters. We 

firmly believe that worship is an integral part of our community and through 
it children develop socially, morally and spiritually. 

 

 

Welcome! 

Our school is an inclusive school and offers to meet the needs of all pupils and 
their families, including those with special educational needs. We have a shared 
expectation that all pupils, regardless of their special educational needs, should 
be offered inclusive teaching which will enable them to make the best possible 
progress in school so they know they are a valued member of the school 
community.  

 

Ofsted (March 2018) says: 

• The school values all pupils equally. Pupils who have special educational needs 
(SEN) and/or disabilities benefit from effective provision. 

• The school has a strong inclusive ethos. Pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities 
are welcomed, valued and nurtured. Their needs are identified by the inclusion 
leader at an early stage. She targets additional support well. Pupils are 
provided with a range of strategies to support their academic progress and, 
when necessary, their emotional and mental health. 

• Trained teaching assistants provide a high level of support and care for pupils 
who have SEN and/or disabilities. Pupils who need to catch up are also 
provided with well-targeted support. 

• Pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities, including those with more complex 
needs, are well cared for. Their needs are accurately assessed, and their 
progress is tracked carefully. The progress that these pupils are making in 
mathematics is particularly good. 

Who is responsible for children with Special Educational Needs or 
Disabilities (SEND) at our school and what expertise do they have? 

Head Teacher: 

Mrs Rebecca More is responsible for the day to day management of all aspects of the 
school, including the provision for pupils with SEND. 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO): 

Our SENCo is Mrs Emma Lester, and she is responsible for co-ordinating the support 
for children with SEND, including: working with parents to ensure they are fully 
involved with their child’s learning, tracking children’s progress, and providing 
advice and training so that all members of staff are skilled and confident in meeting 
a range of needs.   

Mrs Lester is an experienced teacher who has achieved the National Award for SEN 
Co-ordination and has a Master’s degree in SEN. Mrs Lester is involved with the Local 
Authority’s Partnership SENCo programme where she has supported new SENCos in 
other schools. 

Class Teachers: 

Our class teachers are responsible for: adapting the curriculum to respond to the 
strengths and needs of any pupil with SEND in their class, ensuring quality first 
teaching and differentiation for pupils with SEND, checking on the pupils’ progress, 
and identifying, planning and delivering additional support. 

Teaching Assistants: 

Our team of TAs are appropriately prepared and trained to support the curriculum 
and children with SEND. They strive to provide support which promotes pupil 
independence, pupils’ thinking skills and increases self-esteem. See also the school’s 
Deployment of Teaching Assistants policy. 

SEND Governor: 

Mrs Claire McConnell is responsible for supporting the school to evaluate and develop 
quality and impact of provision for pupils with SEND across the school. 
 

All members of staff take part in an ongoing programme of training ensure that 
teachers and learning support staff have the appropriate skills and knowledge in 
areas that will improve their teaching and support of children with SEND. In 
addition, all members of staff have received training in Autism to Level 2 standard 
from the Autism Education Trust. 
 

How does the school ensure that children who may have SEND are 
identified as early as possible? 

Our class teachers monitor all of the pupils in their class and track their progress 
carefully. If a pupil is showing a difficulty in an area of their schooling will meet 
with their parent to discuss the next steps, and will seek advice from our SENCo. 

If, despite extra support, a child continues to need provision which is additional to 
or different from that which is available for all children of the same age, it may be 
decided that the child has SEND. Parents and carers are kept fully informed about 



how their child is progressing in school, and their expert knowledge of their child is 
sought and valued when planning next steps.    

How does the school support children with SEND? 

At Rivenhall School we use a wide range of approaches in supporting our pupils with 
SEND to become independent life-long learners. This will include ensuring that 
teachers have the highest expectations for all children in their class, and use 
different ways of teaching so that all children are fully involved in their learning. 

This may also include: 

· Individual work with an adult on targets set on the child’s plan. 
· Working with an adult in a small group of pupils with similar levels of achievement 
or needs on targets set on a child’s plan. (These are usually called ‘Intervention 
groups’) 
· Liaison with health and social care colleagues, for example, Speech and Language 
Therapists, Educational Psychologists, Paediatricians, Occupational Health and the  
Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Service (EWMHS). 
· Use of the Specialist Teacher Team. 
· Use of quality resources to support learning for example, visualizers, finger gym, 
Numicon, reading and writing resources, social skills resources, games, ICT  and 
other specialist equipment, for example, weighted lap supports, and  sit and move 
cushions. 
 
 

What should I do if I think my child may have SEND? 

If you think your child has a Special Educational Need or Disability that has not been 
identified, you should talk to your child’s class teacher, to the SENCo (Mrs Lester) or 
the Head Teacher (Mrs More) straight away. You will be able to talk through your 
concerns and discuss what will happen next. Working together with your child’s 
teachers will often help to sort out worries and concerns. The closer you work with 
your child’s teachers, the more successful any help for your child can be. 
 
 

How are parents/carers encouraged to take an active role in supporting 
our children? 

Parents are made fully aware of the planned support, and are encouraged to take an 
active role in the planning and review process. Where a child has SEND, we regularly 
talk with parents/carers to set targets and review progress towards them. We meet 
with parents/carers at least three times per year, but this may be more frequent 
depending on individual children’s needs.  

 

We also offer parents: 
- Two parent/teacher consultations per year. 
- A written report each year. 
- Home/school liaison books for pupils with complex needs. 
- Regular SEND parent coffee mornings/afternoons, and an ‘open door’ policy for 
parent to speak with class teacher, the SENCo or the Head teacher. 

How are children with SEND supported in preparing for their Next 
Steps? 

Transition is a part of life for all learners, whether that involves moving to a new 
class or moving to a new school. We recognise that transition is an important time 
for all children, but especially for a child with SENDD. Consequently, we work 
closely with parents/carers, children and staff to ensure these transitions run as 
smoothly as possible. 

When moving classes, parents and children are invited to attend a transition review 
meeting with the child’s new class teacher and the SENCo, and children have many 
opportunities to visit their new class.  

When a child is moving to another school, all information and records are passed on, 
and we ensure that the new school is aware of any special arrangements or support 
that needs to be in place. In some cases, extra opportunities for the pupil to visit 
the receiving school are organised, so that the pupil can become more familiar with 
staff members and the school’s layout.  
 

Who should I contact if I am considering whether my child should join 
the school? 

Parents are encouraged to contact the school office to arrange a tour of the school 
and a meeting with the Head Teacher and SENCo to discuss how the school could 
meet your child’s needs.   

 

Further Information 

A range of policies are available on the school’s website, or we can provide copies 
on request. These include: SEND policy; Complaints procedure; Behaviour policy; 
Child Protection policy; Accessibility policy. 

For information on the Essex Local Offer, please visit  

http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk 

For further information about SENDD at Rivenhall, or to speak to the SENCo, please 
contact the office by phone: 01376 514509 or by email: 
admin2@rivenhall.essex.sch.uk 

 

 

The SEN provision across the school is wholey 

outstanding! Prior to [my child] having an 

EHCP school went over, above and way 

beyond their means. The involvement of all 

staff and the open door working with parents 

is second to none. Having the toughest of 

conversations is made easier with such a 

supportive, nurturing team such as Rivenhall. 

Thank you 

 
Without a doubt 

my concerns are 

always listened to 

 

From the beginning 

school have been clear, 

honest and very 

supportive with 

understanding my 

child’s needs 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Special-Education-Needs/Pages/Local-offer.aspx

