
 

English 
Our term will begin with 

a narrative unit based 

on science fiction 

stories, including 

‘Skellig’ by David 

Almond. We will look at 

how to describe 

settings and characters 

in detail. We will also 

look at reading and 

writing observational 

poetry; writing blogs 

and reports; as well as 

persuasive leaflets, 

linked to our topic work. 

Grammar, spelling and 

reading will also be high 

on our agenda! 

Science 
We begin the term 

with a unit about light 

and sight, learning how 

light travels and how 

we see things. After 

half term, we will move 

onto a unit about 

forces. We will study a 

variety of forces 

including gravity, air 

resistance, water 

resistance and friction. 

 RE 
We will begin by 

exploring worship 

within 

Christianity. We 

will think about 

when, why, how 

and where 

Christians 

worship, before 

comparing how 

people of other 

faiths worship. 

Music 
Music lessons will continue to 

be based around the ‘Charanga’ 

scheme, which has been 

adapted in light of Covid 

restrictions. We will use the 

units ‘Living on a Prayer’ which 

is based on classic rock 

anthems and Classroom Jazz 1 

which involves playing and 

improvising with percussion 

instruments such as chime 

bars and bells. 

Maths 
We will begin our year by 

consolidating and 

extending our 

understanding of place 

value, including rounding 

numbers, negative 

numbers and Roman 

numerals. This will lead 

onto formal methods of 

calculation for all four 

rules of number, as well 

as finding multiples and 

factors. Later in the 

term, we will move onto 

fractions: finding 

equivalents, simplifying, 

comparing and ordering, 

adding and subtracting.  
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The Mystical Maya  
DT 
We will be 

focusing on food 

technology this 

term. We will 

investigate the 

food eaten by the 

Maya. 

Art 
We will be using 

Modroc and 

papier mache to 

sculpt our own 

Maya inspired 

masks. 

History 
We will be researching information 

about the Maya Civilisation and exploring 

a timeline of key events. We will look at 

the importance of religion to the Maya 

and learn about their Gods. We will 

investigate the food they ate and look at 

how we know about their lives.  

Geography 
We will look at the 

location of the 

ancient Maya 

Civilisation and 

identify the modern 

countries in that 

area of the world. 

PE 
PE lessons are currently 

on Mondays and Fridays. 

Please remember that 

earrings must be 

removed during PE 

lessons.  

 



Welcome to Lions 

Welcome back! We have missed you all and are delighted that we are back together again. Whilst there will be some 

obvious changes and restrictions to the way we teach in light of Covid restrictions, we are ready to start a new term of 

exciting learning opportunities. Attached is the termly topic web which outlines the key areas we will be studying this 

term, many linked to our new History based topic of ‘The Mystical Maya’. 

How can I help my child? 

Our class reading area has been revamped and we have purchased lots of new books to help enthuse your child to read. 

We have bought sets of books by significant authors to encourage your child to find an author that appeals to them, and 

to then read other books in the same series, as well as to try a wider range of different authors. Daily reading at home 

has been proven to be extremely important in helping children to develop as independent and enthusiastic readers. Even 

our older children will benefit from reading sections of their books aloud to an adult. Discussion about the information 

or plot and characters is invaluable in enabling children to develop their comprehension skills. Ask your child to give their 

opinions about the books read and to find evidence to back their ideas up.  

The English National Curriculum has challenging word lists of spellings for children in Years 5 and 6. Start the year by 

making sure your child is familiar with the ones for years 3 and 4, before moving on to learning the Year 5 and 6 ones. 

Concentrate on learning a few at a time, gradually building up the ones they can spell successfully. 

Rapid recall of times tables is essential. Every child will be at a different stage of learning, so just start from where 

your child currently is. Make learning them as fun as possible – you could play games or sing songs – whatever works for 

your child. You could also try using www.timestables.co.uk  or  www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button.  

Please also remember to also use the Active Learn games allocated to your child. https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/ 

Thank you for your support, Jane Waddingham 

http://www.timestables.co.uk/
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