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           Friday 23rd October 2020 
 
The future of governance at Rivenhall School 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It’s been such a strange year for all of us, and although we’re beginning to see something resembling normality, the 
path ahead still feels like a long one. I’ve been reminded numerous times over these months of the words of the 
Bible: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear” (Psalm 46:1-2).  
What a great comfort it is to know that God is ever-present and wants to be our refuge. I pray that each of us may 
experience something of that reality.  
 
I’m sure that you will join me in passing on a huge ‘thank you’ to Mrs More and the staff team for all their hard 
work during last year, and for the way they kept the school open for those pupils able to attend. There has been a 
considerable amount of work undertaken to get ready for the start of this term. 
 
There is an important matter that I want to make you aware of in relation to school governance. Over recent 
months, the Vine Schools Trust has been exploring a Trust-wide restructure of governance arrangements and we 
have had input into that consultation. The restructure will essentially create a series of regional boards responsible 
for two or more Vine schools within the area. 
 
Going forward, therefore, Rivenhall will not have its own unique governing body. Instead, there will be a single 
Local Schools Board providing strategic governance to both of the Vine schools in the Witham area. This move will 
enable much more consistent, and strategic oversight for schools across the Trust.  
 
I have had the privilege of being Chair of Governors at Rivenhall for the past two years, and have continued in the 
role despite moving out of the area at the beginning of 2020. I am delighted to have accepted the invitation of the 
Vine Schools Trust to become the Chair of the Local Schools Board in Witham from September, and I look 
forward to continuing to work with Mrs More and Mrs Dale in this new structure. I am glad that some of our 
current governors will join me on that Board.  
 
 
 

Many Hearts † One School 

School 

http://www.rivenhallprimary.co.uk/
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In addition to the Local Schools Board, each school will have its own Community Board, which will consist of 
parents, staff and representatives of the local church and community, which will provide a direct community link 
with the Local Schools Board. Mrs More and I will work to establish the Community Board during the autumn and 
spring term.  
 
This new arrangement will hold lots of positives for our school. However, if you do have any questions, I can be 
contacted by email tim.diaper@dcvst.org 
 
With very best wishes, 
Rev. Tim Diaper 
Chair of Governors 
 
 

 


