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Newsletter 14–Friday 18th December 2020                                Many Hearts † One School 
  It has been wonderful to see so many of the children enjoying our Christmas activities this week 
 
In Leopard Class the children have had a lovely week taking part in lots of Christmas activities. 

They have made and decorated their own Christmas cakes, designed their own Christmas cards, 

written about their favourite part of the Nativity story plus many more learning opportunities. On 

Thursday the children took part in our special Christmas focus day where they learnt how people 

in Germany celebrate Christmas. They really enjoyed role playing a special German tradition which 

involved them taking off their shoes and leaving them by the door. When the children came back 

into the classroom, they discovered some sweets that had been left in their shoes. The Year 1’s 

have been busy writing about how different countries celebrate Christmas. During their Maths 

sessions the children have been using the Dienes resources to find different ways to make 20.   

Jaguar Class have had a bit of a mucky week this week. They have successfully completed their 
work on Henry Moore by sketching and painting black, white and grey A3 reclining images based 
upon their photographs of their poses. Using these photographs they also made a plasticine 
Marquette which they then used as the basis for their final sculpture out of clay. They used patterns 
found in nature to decorate the sculptures. The clay is currently drying out in class and will be 
coming home in the new year. The children also made Australian Christmas bushes and either a 
pudding, a pavlova or a trifle as part of Christmas Around the World on Thursday. Well done. The 
children have continued working on their 2, 5 and 10 times tables and on their maths meetings. 
They have also written riddles about Christmas characters and the class mascots, for their peers to 
guess. Finally, they have continued working on their spellings and phonics. 
 
Tiger Class have had a busy week in the run up to Christmas. They have continued to open their 
special Advent Calendar with activities such as drawing a Christmas picture, helping out at home 
and listening to Christmas songs. The children enjoyed making their own Christmas cards and will 
be bringing home some of the poems they have written. Tigers had a lovely time learning about 
how Christmas is celebrated in Spain and loved the opportunity to make their own crowns as they 
learned that the Three Kings play a significant role in celebrations. Tigers also spent some time 
trying to pair up Christmas jokes with their punch lines as in Spain there is a day especially for 
joking around Christmas.  
 
Lions enjoyed finding out about how Christmas is celebrated in Mexico. They wrote information 
texts using the things they learned and made poinsettia flowers and mini piñatas. In English, they 
have been writing persuasive adverts and in Maths they have explored the Maya number system, 
plotted coordinates and solved some Christmas themed problems. In Science, they carried out tests 
to investigate how quickly different paper spinners fell.  
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On Monday, Mrs McConnell and Jack took the Christmas cards that all the children made and the 
daffodils that were planted as part of our kindness week to Park View Care Home in Witham. They 
were very touched by our gifts and for thinking of them. 
 
Last week we sent out details about how to contact us in the event that your child shows 
symptoms during this coming weekend.  We have added another copy of this letter to this week’s 
email.  It is very important that you let us know if your child has symptoms and if they test positive 
during the next two days, as we have a responsibility to look after the whole of the school 
community.  If we do receive information that a member of the school community has tested 
positive following showing symptoms over the weekend we will of course contact the relevant 
families to give advice regarding self-isolation etc.  We will not share the identity of anyone that 
tests positive but we will of course follow the advice from Public Health England and the track and 
Trace service.  If, as we return to school in the new year, your child is not able to return due to 
self-isolating etc. please do let us know via the school office email. 
 
I would like to thank Tim Diaper for all of his hard work to support the school, as you will know 
he has been a governor of the school for many years and he and his family have supported the 
school in many other ways.  It takes many people to make a school great and Tim has been a big 
part of that over the years.  We wish Tim well in the future. 
 
I would like to take this chance to recognise the achievements we as a school have had over this 
term and during last year and thank everyone for their parts in them.  All staff have worked 
tirelessly to make sure the children have the best possible opportunities in the current 
circumstances.  Many of our usual celebrations have had to be modified but they have still gone 
ahead and been enjoyed by the children.  The PTA have ensured that the children have been able 
to enjoy a range of fundraising ideas. You as parents and supporters of the school have followed 
the guidance that I have given and supported us in our strategies and measures.  The children have 
adapted to new routines and systems, being careful to follow the guidance and still showing 
kindness and compassion to each other.  Everybody has played their part and I am incredibly 
proud of us all. 
 
As we now move towards our Christmas break I would like to wish you a restful and peaceful time 
and I look forward to seeing the children return to school on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Rebecca More 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Christmas Events 
We have had an amazing response to our 
Childrens raffle and raised a whopping 

£503.00 !!!!  
Thank you all so much for your support and 
importantly to those families that donated 

raffle prizes, the children had great fun 
picking their prizes.  
The winners were : 

Stanley, Jack We, Gabriella, Charlie J, Emily 
H, Lexi, Danielle, James, William, Emily S, 

Jack C, Ellie-Mae, Kaden, Finley, Demi, 
Danny, Lily-Rose, Noah, Lucie V, Charlie 

R, Kieran, Tom S, Millie, Charlotte S, 
Ethan, Lola-Sue, Scarlett, Conrad and 

Harriett K  
 

Roll a 10p raised £90.50 
Winners were : 

Leopard Class Ethan and Penny 
Jaguar Class Toby and Lily-Rose 
Tiger Class Joshua and Mason 

Lion Class Toby and Tom S  
 

Our Non uniform Day today raised £93.00  
 

Thanks to all children, parents and staff for 
your support this year and best wishes for 

Christmas and 2021. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Key Dates 
 
January 
4th- Start of Spring Term 
 
February 
15th – Half Term Commences 
19th – Half Term Ends 

 
 
 

Word of the Week 
Disgust 

• What does the word mean to you? How 

would you explain it to a younger child? 

• Can you find its etymology? (Where 

does the word come from?) 

• Can you find it in your reading books? 

• Write a sentence or two containing the 

word. 

• Which word class does it belong to? 

(Adjective? Noun? Verb?) 

• What words could you use instead of it 

that have a similar meaning? 

• What is its smallest unit of meaning? 

(e.g., horses: the smallest unit of 

meaning is horse) 

• Can you use it to make a word family? 

(e.g., help – helper, helping, helped, 

helpless) 

• Can you use it to make word pairs? 

(e.g., demolish your lunch, demolish a 

cake, demolish a house) 

 

Responses to Miss Day for our Word of the 

Week Board in the hall. 

 
Attendance Challenge 
Class attendance so far:- 

 
Year 

                   Leopards                97.94%  
Jaguars                   97.16% 
Tigers                     96.86% 
 Lion                       96.67% 

 
 

Well done to all classes for fantastic attendance 
this term. 



 
Governor News 

 

It has been my immense privilege to have served 
as a governor at Rivenhall for almost six years, 
and as Chair since July 2018. Since September of 
this year, the role has also expanded to be the 
Chair of the Witham Local Schools Board for 
both Rivenhall and Howbridge. I have enjoyed 
serving the local community in this way, and my 
involvement with Rivenhall over the years has 
brought challenges and blessings.  
 
However, I have come to the difficult decision 
to stand down from the LSB at the end of 
December, in order to be able to devote my 
energies to serving in the community in which I 
now live and work in Bedfordshire.  
 
It’s been a great joy to have contributed in a 
small way to Rivenhall’s journey of 
improvement over the last few years. One of the 
highlights for me was helping the school 
develop its new vision statement, which I trust 
will be of lasting value to the school. I will miss 
working alongside Mrs More and the wonderful 
staff team, but I know that they will continue to 
take the school from strength to strength.  
 
I am grateful to Mrs Marian Emuss who will 
take over as Chair of the LSB. I have worked 
with Marian as my vice-chair for the last 2 ½ 
years, and we have developed a strong working 
relationship. I am confident that she will do a 
fantastic job as Chair, and I know that the LSB 
is in very safe hands.  
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very happy Christmas. I pray that you will know 
something of the wonder of the birth of Jesus 
Christ, who came as Saviour of the world. May 
he bless you, and the school, in 2021 and 
beyond.  
  
Rev. Tim Diaper  
Chair, Witham Local Schools Board 

 

 

                            Successes 
Golden book: 
 
Leopards                                    Penny                                                                                
Jaguars                                          
Charlotte/Guy/Charlie R     
                                                                                         
Tigers                                        Belle/Keira 
Lions                                          Lexie B 

 
Perfect Presentation:   
 
Jaguars                            Arabella                                                                                                                                              
                                      

 
 
 

Rivenhall Rainbow Reading Challenge 
 

Congratulations to Nathan for completing the 
Rivenhall Red Reading Challenge.  
 
Congratulations to Daisy P Penny for completing, 
again, the Rivenhall Green Reading Challenge.  
 
Congratulations to Amelia completing the 
Rivenhall Blue Reading Challenge.  
 
Dear Parents, please note the bookworm challenge 
sheets should list different books that the children 
have read, not repeats of the same book.  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Nativity 2020 
 

 



Christmas Lunch 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Santa Visit 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Park View Care Home 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Commencing 4th January 2021  
 
 

 
 


