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Newsletter 17–Friday 22nd January 2021                                Many Hearts † One School 
We are now half way through this half term of remote learning.  The children at home and in school have 
been working hard. 
 
This week in Leopard Class the children have had great fun taking part in a range of learning opportunities 
based around the story ‘Dinosaurs Love Underpants’ by Claire Freedman. On Tuesday, the children found 
a special egg in our outside area. They then received a letter from a Dinosaur asking if they could look after 
the egg. The children in school and at home have enjoyed making their own nests and writing letters to the 
Mummy Dinosaur.  
 
Miss Day and Mr L have been really impressed with the quality of work they have received this week in 
Jaguar Class. The children at home and in school are working very hard. All the children have been using 
the times tables to divide and to solve mastery, reasoning and problem-solving challenges. In English, all 
of the children have watched or read The Gruffalo and Animals All Around. They have identified text 
features, word classes and have written questions for Mr L to try and solve. Some of them have completely 
stumped him and he has resorted to Google. Miss Day and Mr L have really enjoyed reading the typed up 
Hairy Maclary type stories and have been impressed with the computer skills being shown. In Science, the 
children have created squirrel proof bird feeders and have identified some birds. In Geography, the 
children have identified roads and map features on Google maps and know where their friends live and 
how to get to school. Finally, in Art and DT Miss Day and Mr L have been amazed at the imaginative use 
of junk materials to create playground equipment models and the accurate drawing of buildings using 
rulers and 2D shapes. Miss Day has added some more Julia Donaldson books to the website for you to 
read and has also added some mental maths and grammar, punctuation and spellings books to the general 
resources tab for Jaguar Class. 
 
Tiger Class have had another busy week. This week in English the children have been working with speech 
marks (inverted commas) and trying hard to use them correctly. They have been creating their own 
conversations between two characters which have been very exciting to read. In Science the children have 
been planning well-balanced meals containing foods from all the food groups. The children have also been 
learning about landmarks in different countries and have designed their own landmarks. All the adults 
working in Tigers are very proud of the children and the work they are producing. 
 
Lions have been continuing their work on mystery stories, focusing on starting their sentences in a variety 
of different ways. In Maths, Year 6 have been learning about co-ordinates, translations and reflections. 
Year 5 have been learning about perimeters. In their topic work Lions have been looking at the art of the 
Native American peoples and have produced some lovely pieces of artwork of their own. In Science they 
have explored lifecycles of insects with complete metamorphosis and incomplete metamorphosis. In 
Music, they are continuing to enjoy learning to sign or sing 'Happy' by Pharrell Williams. 

 
Thank you to everyone that has completed the Remote Learning survey, I will collate responses on 
Monday so if you haven’t yet been able to complete it and you would like to, please send it in over the 
weekend. 

http://www.rivenhallprimary.co.uk/


Unfortunately, this week a very small minority of emails to teachers have not been kind in their tone or 
content.  This is obviously upsetting to staff who are currently teaching the children in school, responding 
individually to the learning completed at home and in school, planning and resourcing the learning for the 
coming weeks and carrying out their other tasks.  We do understand that this is a very difficult time for 
you at home and that remote learning is not the ideal situation for anyone.  Thankfully the majority of 
responses from families are overwhelmingly positive. 
 
Many of your children have now been asked to “test out” the use of Microsoft Teams during this week for 
completing learning tasks.  Thank you to everyone that has taken part.  The remaining year groups will 
have their test piece of learning uploaded next week and instructions will follow.  We have been able to 
test out a story time session with EYFS this week and we hope to expand this to a community session for 
each year group over the coming weeks.  This will be an opportunity for the children within a year group 
to “see” each other and the staff from their class.  We have developed a home school agreement to explain 
the expectations for all during these sessions and for the use of Teams to complete and upload learning.  
From next week, EYFS, Year 4, 5 and 6 will have their learning uploaded onto Teams and onto the school 
website.  The tasks on Teams and on the website are the same learning tasks but, when Teams is set up, it 
is simpler to upload learning and receive feedback via Teams. 
 
Part of the role of teaching staff is the planning and resourcing the learning for the children.  Please do try 
to follow the learning and timetable set where possible as the learning covered forms the school 
curriculum planned across all seven years of primary school. 
 
It has been wonderful to see so many of the children completing activities as part of the Vine Passport.  
Cooking seems to have been a real favourite this week.  Thank you so much for supporting this.  I know 
that some children have now completed some of the sections and have earned badges.  I will update the 
spreadsheet so that we can give these badges to those that have completed sections.  
 
I do see the challenges that many of you are facing at the moment.  Please know that we are here to help.  
Please do let us know if you are worried about anything or have other concerns, queries or questions.  We 
do see what a wonderful job you are doing and I know that we will move through these difficult times 
together. 
 

 
Mrs Rebecca More  
Headteacher 



 

 
 

 

Don’t forget whilst at home and online 
shopping you can help raise money for 

school through Easy Fundraising. 
 

If you do not already use this very easy app 
please start now!!  

 
By doing your online shopping via the easy 

fundraising app we raise vital funds for 
school, there are over 3,300 online stores. 

Last year we raised nearly £300!!  
 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rivenhallpta 

 
Thanks for your support as always. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Story Time Online 
We are pleased to announce that School 

Readers, the charity that sends volunteers into 
schools to hear children read has, has expanded 

their story time online services. Some of their 
volunteers have recorded themselves reading 

stories for the children to watch whilst they are 
at home. 

 
For access to all current videos, you can use the 

www.Schoolreaders.org/storytime and 
love2read as the password. 

 
Scroll down to find a selection of picture books. 

For Jaguar Class there are a selection of Julia 
Donaldson stories and a Schnitzel Von Krumm 

story. 

Key Dates 
 
February 
15th – Half Term Commences 
19th – Half Term Ends 
 
March 
26th- End of Spring Term 
 
April 
12th- Summer Term Commences 
 
June 
1st- Half Term Commence 
4th- Half Term Ends 
25th- Non-Pupil Day 
28th- Non-Pupil Day 
 
July 
21st- Non-Pupil Day and End of Summer Term 

 
 

Word of the Week 
unwind 

• What does the word mean to you? How 

would you explain it to a younger child? 

• Can you find its etymology? (Where 

does the word come from?) 

• Can you find it in your reading books? 

• Write a sentence or two containing the 

word. 

• Which word class does it belong to? 

(Adjective? Noun? Verb?) 

• What words could you use instead of it 

that have a similar meaning? 

• What is its smallest unit of meaning? 

(e.g., horses: the smallest unit of 

meaning is horse) 

• Can you use it to make a word family? 

(e.g., help – helper, helping, helped, 

helpless) 

• Can you use it to make word pairs? 

(e.g., demolish your lunch, demolish a 

cake, demolish a house) 

 

Responses to Miss Day for our Word of the 

Week Board in the hall. 

 
 

                             

http://www.schoolreaders.org/storytime


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rivenhall Rainbow Reading Challenge 
 

Congratulations to Ellie-Mae for completing 
the Rivenhall Yellow Reading Challenge. 

 
Congratulations to Daisy P for completing 
the Rivenhall Indigo Reading Challenge 
again. 

 
Congratulations to Zac S for completing the 

Rivenhall Violet Reading Challenge. 
 

Congratulations to Toby P for completing 
the Rivenhall Bronze Reading Challenge. 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
We are continuing with our reading 

challenge. Once your child has completed a 
sheet please take a picture of it and email 

into school. We will then send you the next 
sheet to complete. We look forward to 

seeing how you all get on. 
Please note the bookworm challenge sheets 
should list different books that the children 

have read, not repeats of the same book. 
 
 

 

 
                                      

 
                            Successes 
Golden book: 
 
Leopards                       Mila                                                                                           
Jaguars                          Guy/Lennon             
Tigers                            Harriet P                                                                                                    
Lions                             Demi/Lexi               

 
Perfect Presentation:   
                                  
Tigers                          Ellie-Mae                                            
Lions                           Cheyenne 
 

 
 

 
 

Menu Change 
Please note children in school, lunch 

Tuesday will be Chicken Wrap. 
 



Week Commencing 25th January 2021  
 
 
 

 


