
Science 

1. Plant lifecycles: 

Ideally, we would extend our understanding of lifecycles by growing some seeds in the classroom 

and recording how the plant develops. If you can get access to some seeds to grow (broad bean 

seeds are the classic example used) you could plant a few in a pot indoors and make a little diary 

where you record any signs of growth, and measure the height of it once it begins to sprout. It would 

only need recording once or twice a week.  

Another option, which makes it easier to see how the seed begins to germinate is to try this out: 

• Put kitchen paper, flat, in a clear sandwich bag. Staple in a line through each bag and paper, 
about one third of the way from the bottom of the bag - this will provide something upon 
which the seed can rest. Children add the seeds, and enough water to make the paper damp. 
They will need to keep adding water as the plant grows. Tape the bags to a window, in sunlight 
if possible. Over the following days, watch for signs of germination. 

• If you don’t fancy bags taped to the window, you could try putting the bean in a glass jar and 
holding it in place against the side of the jar with kitchen paper. It is crucial not to over water it 
though, again just using enough water to keep the paper damp. If the paper won’t hold the 
bean against the jar, you could use some card inside to help push it against the edge. 

 

I do realise that some of you may not be able to get hold of seeds at the moment! Don’t worry if you 
can’t. Perhaps you will be able to do this activity at home sometime later in the year.  

 

2. Mammal and bird lifecycles: 

This activity uses these resources on Active Learn, which I have allocated to your accounts. (Let’s 
hope it is working better this week!) 

What are some kinds of life cycles? 

Differences in life cycles 

Life cycles of birds 

Jane Goodall (Also available as a pdf) 

New life (Also available as a pdf) 

 

• Watch What are some kinds of life cycles? to re-cap previous learning. 

• Look again at pages 8−9 of the pupil book (New life) to see how lifecycle diagrams can be 
drawn and labelled. 

• Look at Differences in life cycles. Click on the first picture to reveal the baby primate. Reveal 
each subsequent picture, discussing the similarities and differences in the features of the 
primate. Can we identify life-cycle stages? The main observable features of both young and old 
primates are the same, but the primates (and, often, their features) vary in size. 

• Read Jane Goodall, and discuss her work. 

• Talk about how, as animals grow, they change not only in size but also in independence: they 
need less help from their parents to do simple tasks. Do you know of any creatures that never 
have contact with their parents?  

• Look at Life cycles of birds. Can you identify the main features of these life cycles?  

• How do bird lifecycles differ from mammal lifecycles? And in what ways are they the same?  



• Choose a bird and draw and label its lifecycle. 

 

You only need to record the answers to the parts in red – then photograph your work and send it in. 

 

 

(Creatures with no contact with their parents include most fish, frogs and insects, which lay eggs 
that hatch alone.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


