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Maths Policy 

Purpose of Study 

 
“Mathematics is a creative and highly interconnected discipline that has been developed over 
centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to 
everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy 
and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a 
foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of 
the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.” 
National curriculum in England: Mathematics programmes of study (DfE, July 2014). 

 
Intent. 

Aims 

• To ensure that all pupils have access to a broad, balanced, relevant, challenging and well 
taught curriculum which will give them the experiences, skills and knowledge to be 
successful both now and in the next stage of their curriculum and in their future lives.  

 

• To enable children to calculate efficiently, developing mental and written methods of 
calculation which they understand and use correctly. 

 

• To enable children to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve increasingly complex 
problems 

 

• To develop the skills of mathematical reasoning; enabling children to follow a line of 
enquiry, identify relationships, make generalisations, and to develop an argument, 
justification or proof using mathematical language.  

 

• To make links between the different areas of mathematics and between other curriculum 
subjects.  
 

• To foster a curiosity in mathematics and promote enjoyment of the subject. 
 

 

Implementation 

The School Provision 

 
Rivenhall School follows the National Curriculum for Mathematics as outlined in the programmes 
of study for mathematics. An overview of the areas of the mathematics curriculum covered in 
each year group is available on the school’s website. The school follows the 2019 White Rose 
Schemes of Learning for mixed age classes and the White Rose Scheme of Learning for Reception. 
These identify the areas of Maths to be taught in each term, detailing the learning objectives for 
each year group, and provides examples of fluency, reasoning and problem-solving questions 
which can be used. 
 
Early practical, oral and mental work must lay the foundations by providing children with a good 
understanding of how the four operations build on efficient counting strategies and a secure 
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knowledge of place value and number facts. Later work must ensure that children recognise how 
the operations relate to one another and how the rules and laws of arithmetic are to be used and 
applied. 
 
In addition to the school’s Mathematics Policy there is a separate ‘Written Calculations’ policy 
which details how written methods for the four rules of number are taught across the school. This 
policy shows how written calculations for each of the four rules of number – namely addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division – are taught in our School. It outlines how children will be 
taught to progress from informal written methods, derived from mental calculation strategies, to 
efficient written methods. It is essential that all children understand the methods being taught, 
rather than just applying a formula without understanding why it works. 
 
In addition, the school uses Abacus maths as a tool to assist teachers in delivering the curriculum. 
This scheme also provides all children in Years 1 to 6 with access to interactive ICT games, at an 
appropriate level, for home learning.  
 

Organisation of Mathematics teaching. 
 

The school has one EYFS class, a Year 1/2 class, a Year 3/4 class and a Year 5/6 class. Maths is 
taught in each class by the class teacher. 
 
All children in Key Stages 1 and 2 have a daily Maths lesson. Each class holds an additional ‘Maths 
Meeting’ of 5 to 10 minutes each day outside of the usual maths lesson, to consolidate the skills of 
mental maths, such as rapid recall of number bonds and times tables, and to reinforce and revise 
other areas of mathematical learning.  
 
The school recognises the importance of children learning their times tables. Years 1 to 6 use ‘Fast 
Maths’ to increase the speed of mental calculation. This is delivered in blocks of approximately six 
weeks at a time, with further opportunities given to allow children to consolidate their skills 
between blocks. A new times tables passport scheme has been introduced in school to further 
encourage children to learn their tables.  
 
The school places particular emphasis on the need to ensure Maths lessons are enjoyable and 
relevant. Opportunities are provided for practical activities and the needs of all learners are 
considered. Practical resources such as hundred squares, number lines, diennes, numicon, place 
value cards and coins are used throughout the school to help consolidate children’s 
understanding. Each year a special maths week is organised. 
 
Teaching Assistants are used to support children of all abilities within Maths lessons as 
appropriate. Some children receive additional support outside of the maths lesson.  

Equal Opportunities 

 
Each child will have equal access to the maths curriculum, regardless of gender, ability or race.  
Other cultures have made significant contributions to maths and children are made aware of this. 
 
All pupils are provided with learning experiences which enable them to experience success, gain 
confidence and acquire competence. 
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A Mastery Curriculum: Provision for all children including those with Special 
Educational Needs and More Able children 

 
Mastery means having a truly secure understanding of mathematical concepts and processes, 
combined with a genuine procedural fluency. It describes an approach to learning, under-pinned 
with a growth mind-set, which everyone can achieve and is not used as a descriptor for those 
children classed as ‘more able’ mathematicians. 
 
A Mastery Curriculum is based on the belief that all children are capable of achieving high 
standards in mathematics, and that the majority of pupils will move through the programmes of 
study at the same pace. Differentiation occurs in the support and intervention provided to 
different pupils, not in the topics taught, ensuring all pupils have access to the full breadth of the 
curriculum. The questioning and scaffolding individual pupils receive in class as they work through 
problems will differ. Pupils’ difficulties and misconceptions are identified through immediate 
formative assessment and addressed with rapid intervention – commonly through individual or 
small group support.  
 
More Able Children: Some children will be able to achieve mastery with greater depth. This 
means that they are able to apply their understanding of a concept in a wider variety of contexts, 
some of which are more difficult. They can manipulate the facts they know and the skills they 
possess to solve more complex problems, based on the same content. In line with the 
requirements of the National Curriculum; pupils who grasp concepts rapidly will be challenged 
through being offered rich and sophisticated problems before any acceleration through new 
content. Their needs are met by differentiated planning and extension activities which will deepen 
their mathematical understanding. Brain Academy textbooks and White Rose problem solving and 
reasoning questions are used to help deliver challenging problems.  
 

Special Educational Needs: Those who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material will 
consolidate their understanding, including through additional practice, before moving on. Their 
needs are met by differentiated planning and where possible extra support is given. Some 
children receive additional support outside of the maths lesson.  

 

Cross-Curricular Links 
 
There are opportunities for mathematical experiences to be drawn out from a wide range of other 
activities.  Maths is an integral part of many subjects in the Primary Curriculum often in practical 
ways. Links to mathematics are noted on topic planning. 
 

 

How We Will Measure Impact 
 
Assessment 
 

Throughout each lesson formative assessment takes place and feedback is given to the children 
through verbal feedback, marking and next step tasks. Future planning is informed by this 
assessment, as well as by curricular targets, and individual/group needs are evaluated and catered 
for.  
Maths teaching and learning is monitored by the Subject Leader and the SLT team. This includes 
use of book scrutinies, formal and informal lesson observations, pupil voice and analysis of data.  
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At the end of each term Years 3, 4 and 5 use the termly maths tests produced by NFER which 
enable us to generate standardised scores to help monitor the progress of individual students and 
cohorts. Years 2 and 6 use old SATs papers which also generate standardised scores. 
In the final term of EYFS, each child’s level of development is assessed against the Early Learning 
Goals. These judgements are based on ongoing teacher assessments and observations throughout 
the year. 
 
At the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children will take statutory national tests. 
 
At the end of Key Stage 1 children will be judged to be working at one of 4 performance 
descriptors using externally set but internally marked tests to guide teacher assessment: 

• Foundations for the expected standard 

• Working towards the expected standard  

• Working at the expected standard  

• Working at greater depth  
 
At the end of Key Stage 2 children will be judged to be either working at the national standard or 
not working at the national standard using an externally set, externally marked test. 
  
 

Recording  
 
Children have opportunities to receive feedback through comments written in their books when 
their work is marked, and next step targets are identified where appropriate in their maths books. 
Children are encouraged to respond to this marking, initialling comments the teacher has made 
and recording their own responses to it. The importance of verbal feedback during lessons is 
acknowledged and books are marked with ‘VF’ to indicate when this has taken place. In addition 
to marking children’s calculations and work, the teacher also uses the dot/three tick system 
detailed in the marking policy to indicate how successfully the child has achieved that lesson’s 
learning objective. Teaching Assistants also annotate the children’s books to indicate the level of 
support given in line with the school’s marking policy.  
 

Reporting 
 
A written report will be sent to parents on their child’s achievements once a year and their 
progress discussed at two parent consultation evenings during the year. 
 
The subject leader produces termly written reports to the Governing body. 
 
Pupils who have a difficulty with maths or who are talented with maths are tracked through 
school to ensure that progress is being made at their level. 
 
A record of all pupils’ achievements is tracked from year to year, anomalies are identified, and 
provision is put in place to address these. Teacher assessment is ongoing. 
 
 

Review of Policy 
 
The policy will be reviewed as part of the monitoring cycle. 
 


