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Things are really beginning to feel very Christmassy around school at the moment. 
 
In EYFS this week the children have had great fun taking part in learning opportunities based 

around the story of Stickman. They have made their own stickperson using a of variety of 

materials, used the woodland story props to re-enact the story of Stickman and they have used 

sticks to help them find 1 more and 1 less of a number. Outside, the children have enjoyed looking 

for word cards that Stickman had hidden. The children have also enjoyed writing words by dipping 

sticks into mud and then using the stick as a pencil to write. It has been wonderful to hear the 

children practise their songs for their Nativity. This will take place next Wednesday.  

Year 1 and Year 2 had a great day today doing the Santa dash, wearing their Christmas jumper they 
also completed some jumper themed Maths and English. Throughout the week Year 1 and Year 2 
have been learning how to identify and write exclamatory sentences and questions. They have also 
worked on where to put the finger spaces and how to order words in a sentence. In Maths, Year 2 
have begun working on multiplication as equal groups and multiplying amounts by 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
10. Year 1 have begun more place value work, reading, recognising and writing numbers to 50. 
They have also begun partitioning numbers into piles of ten and the left over ones in readiness to 
add and subtract larger numbers. Both years have also completed their PSHE learning about being 
their best selves and have completed their research into figures from British History. Next week 
they will be compiling a power point on their chosen figure complete with pictures and facts. The 
children will also be making their clay Mr Men next week and will be making their Christmas 
biscuits on Thursday, please ensure that you provide your child with a tub on Thursday to put the 
biscuits in.  
 
Tiger Class have had some more Maths quizzes this week and have also been exploring problems 
involving perimeter. Year 4 have also been learning about area in Maths. In English this week, 
Tigers have been working hard to create some amazing descriptive phrases based on some 
Christmas pictures. In computing, Tigers have worked on creating their own Stop Motion clips. In 
RE, Tigers have been learning about the Jewish festival of Hannukkah and have made their own 
dreidel to play the dreidel game. 
 
 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 

its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.”                                                                                       

1 Corinthians Ch 12 v 12 

http://www.rivenhallprimary.co.uk/


 
Lion Class have investigated the origin of some words and have used these skills to help them 
explore the vocabulary used in the poem 'The Highwayman'. They have rehearsed and then 
performed sections of the poem in groups. They also thought of some great alternative endings for 
the poem and wrote these as a story.  In Maths they have been focusing on fractions, including 
adding and subtracting them. In Science they have learned about the function of the kidneys and 
made a model to show how they work. In Computing they have continued to write their own 
programs using Scratch.  
 
We were very lucky to have an in-house pantomime visit us on Tuesday, they performed Aladdin 
to the children. It was a fantastic show and thoroughly enjoyed by all the children and staff, I 
would like to thank the PTA for funding this for the school, we really appreciate what the PTA are 
able to provide for the children. 
 
All staff are working hard to make sure the children have great opportunities to celebrate 
Christmas as a school this year. Santa Dashes, Christmas Dinner, Reindeer Orienteering, raising 
money with our Christmas Jumper day today are just some of the activities the children have had 
or those that are planned.  Our own PTA are also arranging lots of things to help celebrate this 
special time including the Christmas Raffle, Roll a 10p and the regular cake sales.  It is a special 
time that we all look forward to sharing and enjoying with the children in school.  As a school we 
have worked hard to make sure we can keep or adapt these activities so that the children do not 
miss out despite the current restrictions.  
 
I am sad to say that over the last few weeks I have started to see and receive an increasing amount 
of unkind or at times aggressive communication to the school.  Whilst we understand that families 
may be finding an increased pressure during this time due to Covid, Christmas and other events, I 
would ask that everyone is mindful of the effect their words may have on those that receive them.  
I thank you for your support with this. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Rebecca More  
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

NEWS FLASH 
 

We were so very pleased to have been able 
to pay £780.00 for the in house pantomine 
in school this week, we understand all the 
children throughly enjoyed it!! As you can 

see this was a lot of money and only 
possible because of the continued hard work 
of the PTA members and the support of all 
the parents, children and staff. Thank you. 

 
Tuck Shop was once again a huge success 
today and raised £21.50, thank you to our 
amazing volunteers and to our Lion Class 
helpers. This weeks Tuck Shop has been 

donated to the local charity we are 
supporting today and over the Christmas 

period.  
 

Our Children’s Christmas Raffle has 
continued to be very popular , tickets will be 
on sale at breaktime and in the school office 
up till Thursday 16th December. Please  help 
us raise as much money as possible for our 

fabulous school. 
 

We have lots of amazing prizes and would 
like to thanks those parents, members of 

staff and local businesses who have 
donated. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Dates 
Dec 
14th- Reindeer Hunt 
15th- 9.15am EYFS Nativity Performance 
15th – Christmas Dinner (wear your Christmas 
Jumper if you wish to) 
17th- PTA Roll a 10p 
17th- Children Christmas Raffle Draw 
17th – Last Day of Term 
 
 
Jan 
4th - Spring Term Commences 
 
Feb 
14th – Half Term Commences 
18th- Half Term Ends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Successes 
Golden book: 
 
Leopards                               Brody                                                                                                               
Jaguars                                  Teddie/Kaden     
Tigers                                    Joshua                                                            
Lions                                     William/Kahlan    
 
 
Perfect Presentation 
Tigers                                     Isabella  
Lions                                      Lily/Danielle       
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance Challenge 
Class attendance so far:- 

 
Class 

                   Leopards               93.02 %   
Jaguars                  92.76% 
Tigers                    92.52% 
 Lion                      90.95% 

 
Leopard Class take the lead!    

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rivenhall Rainbow Reading Challenge 
Congratulations to Teddie in Year 1 for 
completing the Rivenhall Red Reading 

Challenge.  
 

Congratulations to Flynn for completing the 
Rivenhall Yellow Reading Challenge.  

 
Congratulations to Daisy P, again, for 

completing the Rivenhall Silver Reading 
Challenge.  

 
 

 
 

   

Essex Libraries News 

The Winter Reading Challenge has arrived at Essex 

libraries! This month, families can come and meet the 

Animals of Snowy Wood. Connie the Fox and her 

friends need to help Fraser the Squirrel get a good 

night's sleep, and your little ones can help. All they 

need to do is read six books and climb to the top of 

our reading tree. 

Children are now able to collect their giant tree 

bookmarks from any Essex library. They’ll receive a 

stamp for every book they read and if they manage to 

read six books by Saturday 19 February, they’ll 

receive a gold star sticker. 

Everyone who signs up will be entered into a prize 

draw to win some fantastic prizes, including signed 

books and days out. 
 

 

Word of the Week 
Reverberating 

• What does the word mean to you? How 

would you explain it to a younger child? 

• Can you find its etymology? (Where 

does the word come from?) 

• Can you find it in your reading books? 

• Write a sentence or two containing the 

word. 

• Which word class does it belong to? 

(Adjective? Noun? Verb?) 

• What words could you use instead of it 

that have a similar meaning? 

• What is its smallest unit of meaning? 

(e.g., horses: the smallest unit of 

meaning is horse) 

• Can you use it to make a word family? 

(e.g., help – helper, helping, helped, 

helpless) 

• Can you use it to make word pairs? 

(e.g., demolish your lunch, demolish a 

cake, demolish a house)            

Responses to Miss Day for our Word 

of the Week Board in the hall.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
We saw a fantastic array of festive jumpers 

today!  
We managed to raise £93.50 for the local 

charity that we are supporting.  
Thank you to all the families that have help 

us to do this. 



Aladdin Pantomine  

 
 

 
 



 
Santa Dash 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Commencing 13th December 2021  
 

 
 
 


